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Palm Sunday—Sunday, April 14
Psalm. 118: 1-4, 15-29
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!

the righteous shall enter through it.

1

I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
22
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23
This is the Lord”s doing;
it is marvellous in our eyes.
24
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
25
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
26
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27
The Lord is God,
and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches,
up to the horns of the altar.
21

Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
3
Let the house of Aaron say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
4
Let those who fear the Lord say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
“
15
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of
the righteous:
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
16
the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
17
I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the Lord.
18
The Lord has punished me severely,
but he did not give me over to death.
2

19

20

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the Lord.
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You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God, I will extol you.
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O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever.

This is the gate of the Lord;

Philippians 2:5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
5

even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
9
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John 12:12-19
The next day the great crowd that had come to
the festival heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 1 So they took branches of palm trees and
went out to meet him, shouting,
12

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord—the King of Israel!”
Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it; as it
is written: 15“Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.
Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!”
14

His disciples did not understand these things
at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things had been written of
him and had been done to him. 17So the crowd that
had been with him when he called Lazarus out of
the tomb and raised him from the dead continued
to testify.18It was also because they heard that he
had performed this sign that the crowd went to
meet him. 19The Pharisees then said to one another,
“You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has
gone after him!”
16

Questions:
Overall Lent Questions:
Before you read today, check yourself 1. How do you feel about Lent?/How are feeling about this Lenten season?
2. How do you feel walking with Jesus on his journey through this time of his suffering, betrayal, and
death? How do you feel walking with those around you on your Lenten journey?
3. What do you want from Jesus this Lent? Be specific.
4. What do you think Jesus wants for/from you during Lent?

Entering the Text:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What word/phrase stands out to you?
What do these texts say about who God is?
What do these texts say about who we are?
What do these texts say about our relationship - or lack thereof - with God?
What good news do you hear

Digging Deeper:
1. There could have been a whole variety of reasons that the crowd was following Jesus at this point.
Perhaps they had heard about Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead and wanted Jesus to do the same
for them, or someone they loved. Perhaps they were simply following the crowd and caught up in
a “mob mentality.” Why do you/have you followed after Jesus? What’s your motive? Are there any
wrong reasons to follow Jesus? Is there only one reason why we “should” be following Jesus? Or, is
there room for a multiplicity of motives in choosing to follow?
2. Imagine you are part of the crowd. Jesus stops, the crowd “freezes” and he turns to look directly at
you. What does he say to you? What do you want to say to him? What does Jesus “see”?
3. What does it mean to you to “see” Jesus? When, where, or how, have you “seen” Jesus?
4. Hosanna is both a cry of praise and a cry for help. Literally, “hosanna” means “save us!” From what
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do desire to be saved from? From what does Jesus desire to save us from?
5. This week we are preparing ourselves to see the “glory” of Jesus. But that glory will not show up in the
most “glorious” of places. Instead, we’ll be taken to the cross. How has your Lenten journey prepared
you for this final step? What do you need from Jesus to prepare yourself as you enter into Holy Week?

Prayer of the Week:
Jesus, as you entered Jerusalem, people welcomed
you with shouts of adoration. Then, almost in an
instant, they turned against you. I don’t want to be
like the crowds. I don’t want to abandon or betray
you. I want to be steadfast and follow you to the
end...even to the cross. But Jesus, you also know
my heart. It is whimsical and quick to chase after

other things. Thank you, Jesus, for being faithful
to me, even though I’m prone to forget you. Help
me stay focused on you, in the bustle and crowds
of each day, and help me believe that by following
you to the cross, I’ll find the only treasure my heart
really desires. In your name, I pray. Amen.
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