S TC SOTC Worship

November 29, 2020
First Sunday of Advent

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP
The power of dreams lies in waking up.
For when we close our eyes,
We can see a better world.
When we close our eyes,
We can dream a better dream.
But when we open our eyes,
We begin the work of faith.
The power of worship is the same.
When we enter this space,
We can see a better world.
When we enter this space,
We dream a better dream.
But when we leave this space,
We all begin the work of faith.
So come in. Dream your dream.
Find hope here.
Forin an hour,
We will begin the work of faith.
Let it be so.
GATHERING SONG ComE Now, O PRINCE OF PEACE HYMmN 247
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1 Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one bod - .
2 Come now, O God of love, make us one bod - .
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior.
4 Come, Hope of u - ni - ty, make us one bod - .
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Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  your peo - ple.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile all na - tions.
Come, O Lord Je - sus, rec - on - cile  all na - tions.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES
A: | dream of sunflower fields.
B: | dream of chocolate cake with rich, mousse topping.
A: | dream of the days when we could be part of a crowd.
B: | dream of the days when we had days off for snow days.
A: |l dream of empty beds in jail cells.
B: | dream of a world that will let kids be kids.
A: | dream of full tables instead of empty bellies.
B: | dream of schools where all children live as one.
A and B: | dream to keep awake, because if we don’t dream of better days, then we might forget that
this is not what God imagined.

C: So today we light the candle for hope, for hope is the very thing that keeps dreams afloat.
Pastor Aleese and congregation, invited to light one candle.
PA: May this light be an invitation to keep awake.

C: May this light be our invitation to be Advent people — people who dream.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

WORD

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 64:1-9

10 that you would tear open the heavens and come down,

so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
Zas when fire kindles brushwood

and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,

so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.



“From ages past no one has heard,

no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,

who works for those who wait for him.
>You meet those who gladly do right,

those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;

because you hid yourself we transgressed.
®We have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
'There is no one who calls on your name,

or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand.
°Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord,

and do not remember iniquity forever.

Now consider, we are all your people.

PsaLm: Psawm 80:1-7, 17-19

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who lead Joseph like a flock!

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth
2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.

Stir up your might,

and come to save us!

3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.

40 Lord GOD of hosts,

how long will you be angry with your people's prayers?
>You have fed them with the bread of tears,

and given them tears to drink in full measure.

5You make us the scorn of our neighbors;

our enemies laugh among themselves.

"Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.

7But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one whom you made strong for yourself.
8Then we will never turn back from you;



give us life, and we will call on your name.

19Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
let your face shine, that we may be saved.

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:3-9

4 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ
Jesus, >for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—®%just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7’so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. °God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: MARK 13:24-37

Jesus said: 2*“In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 2’Then he will send out the
angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you
know that summer is near. 2°So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. 3Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken
place. 3'Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 3*It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 3*Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 3°or else he may find you asleep when he
comes suddenly. 3’And what | say to you | say to all: Keep awake.”

SERMON



SONG OF THE DAY REJOICE, REJOICE BELIEVERS HYMN 244 (vs. 1,2,4)
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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints,whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 Our hope and ex-pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning i1s ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu -1as  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row 1S no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be - night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon 1s draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of  gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it to
Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org
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MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
Congregation is invited to share communion elements with those in their family, saying “The body of
Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you are worshipping on your own, hear
the words proclaimed by Pastor Aleese as God’s Word of promise is spoken to you. All are welcome to
share in God'’s feast that makes us one.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING

BLESSING
People of God, in this season:
May you find time to rest
May you create space to prepare
May the Lord our God fill you with hope
May Jesus Christ be ever present in your heart
And may the Holy Spirit grant you courage to dream of God’s coming among us
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you!
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