
 

 

 
SOTC  Worship 
December 24, 2020  
Christmas Eve   

 
───────   GATHERING   ─────── 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

This year, we dreamed of world peace.  
We dreamed of deep breaths and restful sleep. 
We dreamed of love that lasts and suffering that passes.  
We dreamed of doors open wide and a cure to disease.  
We dreamed, because to dream is to hope, and to hope is to imagine 
And to imagine is to wonder, and to wonder is to believe.  
So tonight, make room in your being to dream yet again,  
of a world without fear, and a God who draws near.  
For it is almost Christmas.  
And love is almost here.  
 

  

GATHERING SONG   IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR                        HYMN 282 (VS. 1, 3, 4) 
  

 



 

 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES  
 

A: In the beginning, God dreamed of a beautiful world.  
B: In Egypt, the Israelites dreamed of freedom.  
A: In the wilderness, the people dreamed of safety.  
B: In Jerusalem, the people dreamed of a Messiah.  
A: In Bethlehem, the shepherds and Wise Men dreamed of a new beginning.  
B: Then, several years later, Jesus was born among us as Emmanuel, and there in Mary’s arms, we saw 
     with our own eyes that dreams really do come true.  
A: In Jesus, the sick were healed.  
B: In Jesus, the poor had food.  
A: In Jesus, the forgotten and ignored were seen.  
B: In Jesus, the children were welcomed.  
A and B: In Jesus, love came to live among us.  
C: And ever since, the world has never been the same.  
 
A: So tonight, we are those who dream.  
B: Tonight, we dream the same dreams of our ancestors before us.  
A and B: Tonight, we dream of justice and mercy, of love and kindness, of peace and hope.  
C: Tonight, we dream of a God that draws near to us out of unfailing love.  

 
Pastor Aleese and congregation invited to light all candles on wreath 
 
PA: May these candles that we light tonight be a reminder that there will be a day when every dream 
       will be fulfilled.  
C: And until then, we will be those who dream.   

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
  

 



 

───────  WORD  ─────── 

 
FIRST READING: ISAIAH 9:2-7 
 

2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

  
PSALM: PSALM 98 
 

 1O sing to the LORD a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things. 
 His right hand and his holy arm 
 have gotten him victory. 
 2The LORD has made known his victory; 
 he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
 3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the victory of our God. 
 4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 



 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
 5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 the world and those who live in it. 
 8Let the floods clap their hands; 
 let the hills sing together for joy 
 9at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 
 to judge the earth. 
 He will judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with equity. 

 
Word of God, Word of life 
Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-20 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the second chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying 
in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them. 

 
 The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 



 

SERMON 
 
SONG OF THE DAY                  ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH                         HYMN 289 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it to 
Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org  

 

 
───────  MEAL  ─────── 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.  

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 

Congregation is invited to share communion elements with those in their family, saying “The body of 
Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you are worshipping on your own, hear 
the words proclaimed by Pastor Aleese as God’s Word of promise is spoken to you. All are welcome to 
share in God’s feast that makes us one.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


 

 
 

───────  SENDING  ─────── 
 

SENDING SONG            SILENT NIGHT     HYMN 281 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
BLESSING  
 

 People of God,  
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.  

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength. 

May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.  

And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you always. Amen.  

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
  

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.  
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