
 

 
 
SOTC Worship 
January 17, 2021  
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

───────   GATHERING   ─────── 
 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 

 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of 
sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us 
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. 
Amen. 

 
GREETING 
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.  

 And also with you.  
 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, we give you thanks for the countless blessings you give. 
Lead us to know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more dearly, day by day 
praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

  
───────  WORD  ─────── 

 
FIRST READING: 1 SAMUEL 3:1-20 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those 
days; visions were not widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in 
his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 
the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I 
am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down 
again.” So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel 
did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called 
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if 
he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. 
  10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something 
in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli 
all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have told him that I am 
about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming 
God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s 
house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 
  15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was 
afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I 
am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more 
also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid 
nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” 
  19As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all 
Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord. 

 

PSALM: PSALM 139:1-6, 13-18 

 1O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
 2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
 you discern my thoughts from far away. 
 3You search out my path and my lying down, 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 



 

 4Even before a word is on my tongue, 
 O LORD, you know it completely. 
 5You hem me in, behind and before, 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
 6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
 it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
 
13For it was you who formed my inward parts; 
 you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
 Wonderful are your works; 
 that I know very well. 
 15My frame was not hidden from you, 
 when I was being made in secret, 
 intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
 16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. 
 In your book were written 
 all the days that were formed for me, 
 when none of them as yet existed. 
 17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! 
 How vast is the sum of them! 
 18I try to count them — they are more than the sand; 
 I come to the end — I am still with you. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will 
not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” and God 
will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes 
one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord 
becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside the body; 
but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were 
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL: JOHN 1:43-51  
 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  

 



 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are 
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I 
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 
 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you O Christ 

 

 

SERMON 
 
 
 
 
 
HYMN         WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME                 (VS, 
1,2,4,5)      

 
  
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS  

Pastor Aleese will lead the congregation in a welcoming of our new members as we commit to walk 
together as disciples of Jesus. You will be encouraged to switch from “speaker view” to “gallery view” in 
Zoom. Follow directions given during the service. As we close, we join together in offering the following 
spoken welcome to our new member families:  

We rejoice as you join us on our journey of discipleship.  Together we will give thanks and praise to 
God for your presence and ministry here among us at Shepherd of the Cross.  We pledge to you our 
prayer and support, and we invite you to join us in proclaiming God’s Good News to all the world.  



 

───────  MEAL  ─────── 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  

 And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.  
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Congregation is invited to share communion elements with those in their family, saying “The body of 
Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you are worshipping on your own, hear 
the words proclaimed by Pastor Aleese as God’s Word of promise is spoken to you. All are welcome to 
share in God’s feast that makes us one.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

───────  SENDING  ─────── 
 

BLESSING  

May God the Creator who delights in you, 
Jesus the Savior who is born for you, 
And the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, 
 + bless you, and keep you Christ’s light and peace.  
Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  
 And also with you! 
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