S TC SOTC Worship

January 31, 2021
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

GATHERING
PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of
sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of *} Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually
reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our
confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING: DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20

Moses said: >The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people;
you shall heed such a prophet. 1®This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day
of the assembly when you said: “If | hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this
great fire, | will die.” 'Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. 8l will raise
up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; | will put my words in the mouth of the
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that | command. °Anyone who does not heed the words
that the prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. 2°But any prophet who speaks
in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that | have not commanded
the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

PsaLm: Psatm 111

!Praise the LORD!

| will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2Great are the works of the LORD,

studied by all who delight in them.

3Full of honor and majesty is his work,

and his righteousness endures forever.

*He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds;
the LORD is gracious and merciful.

>He provides food for those who fear him;

he is ever mindful of his covenant.

5He has shown his people the power of his works,
in giving them the heritage of the nations.

’The works of his hands are faithful and just;

all his precepts are trustworthy.

8They are established forever and ever,

to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.
He sent redemption to his people;

he has commanded his covenant forever.

Holy and awesome is his name.

10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all those who practice it have a good understanding.
His praise endures forever.



SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 8:1-13

'Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs
up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary
knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,”
and that “there is no God but one.” °Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—®yet for us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things
and through whom we exist.

’It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to
idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience,
being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and
no better off if we do. °But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling
block to the weak. 1°For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol,
might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to
idols? 1'So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. ?But when
you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin
against Christ. 1*Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat meat, so that | may not
cause one of them to fall.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: MARK 1:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

21)esus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue
and taught.??’They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not
as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, *and he cried
out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? | know who you
are, the Holy One of God.” °But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 2’They were all amazed,
and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands
even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the
surrounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

SERMON



HYMN | HEARD THE VVOICE OF JESUS SAY
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| heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un -to me and rest;
I heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
| heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up -on  my breast.”
the liv - ing wa -ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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came to Je -sus as I was, so wea - ry, worn, and sad;
came to Je - sus, and [ drank of that life - giv - ing stream;
I looked to Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
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I found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.
my thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived, and now 1 live 1in him.
and in that light of life Tl walk till trav-"ling days are done.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it to
Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org



mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Congregation is invited to share communion elements with those in their family, saying “The body of
Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you are worshipping on your own, hear
the words proclaimed by Pastor Aleese as God’s Word of promise is spoken to you. All are welcome to
share in God'’s feast that makes us one.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING

BLESSING

May God the Creator who delights in you,

Jesus the Savior who is born for you,

And the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you,

+ bless you, and keep you Christ’s light and peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you!
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