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───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING LITANY

This day is like every other day.
Alarm clocks beeped. Covers were removed.
Coffee was brewed.  Weary bodies came to life.
And yet this day, is like no other day –
For the sun rose, and we knew it was a miracle.
The tomb was empty, and they knew it was love.
So again and again we say –
The longest night is over.
Death has lost its sting.
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

GATHERING SONG JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray -
Almighty God, through your only Son, Jesus Christ, you overcame the power of sin and death and
opened to us the gates of everlasting and abundant life. By the renewing of your Spirit, raise us from
the darkness of our sin and brokenness, that we might be filled with your abiding truth. Open our
hearts this day, that we might experience your life anew; open our hands this day, that we might
embrace you freely; and open our lives this day, that we, with all your saints, might faithfully witness
to your good news. We pray all this in the name of Christ, the crucified and risen one. Amen.

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



FIRST READING: ACTS 10:34-43

34Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All
the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name.”

PSALM: PSALM 146

1Praise the LORD!
 Praise the LORD, O my soul!
 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
 I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

 3Do not put your trust in princes,
 in mortals, in whom there is no help.
 4When their breath departs, they return to the earth;
 on that very day their plans perish.

 5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
 whose hope is in the LORD their God,
 6who made heaven and earth,
 the sea, and all that is in them;
 who keeps faith forever;
 7who executes justice for the oppressed;
 who gives food to the hungry.

 The LORD sets the prisoners free;
 8the LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
 the LORD loves the righteous.
 9The LORD watches over the strangers;
 he upholds the orphan and the widow,
 but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
 10The LORD will reign forever,
 your God, O Zion, for all generations.
 Praise the LORD!



SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in
turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to
the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our
sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day
in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,
though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one
untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle,
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward
me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but
the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come
to believe.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: MARK 16:1-8

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought
spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus’ body. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away
the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone,
which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man,
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not
be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not
here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of
you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb,
for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid..

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

SERMON



HYMN CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY; ALLELUIA!

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it to
Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


───────  MEAL ───────
GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Congregation is invited to share communion elements with those in their family, saying “The body of
Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you are worshipping on your own, hear
the words proclaimed by Pastor Aleese as God’s Word of promise is spoken to you. All are welcome to
share in God’s feast given to us in love.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

Go forth with renewed hope,
trusting in the transforming love of God.

God does not leave things as they are.
With God, all things are made new.

Nothing is beyond the reach of God. For Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as you go forth from worship, may the one who brought forth Jesus from
the dead, raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.
Almighty God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen!



ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!
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