
 

 

 
SOTC Worship 
May 16, 2021  
Ascension Sunday 

 
───────   GATHERING   ─────── 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
GATHERING SONG       CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS                          (VS. 1, 3-5) 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, + and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  

 
Gathered in the presence of God and each other, let us confess our sin.  

 
Silence for reflection 

 
Gracious Father,  
you sent your Son to die and rise again so that death might be conquered, and so that we might live 
a new life in Christ. Yet, we confess that we too often have chosen to remain captive to sin, to doubt, 
to fear, and to brokenness that only leads us to death. By our thoughts, words, and actions, we have 
scorned your love, diminished the lives of others, and marred your image within us. Father, we need 
a resurrection. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may rise up to live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 
Hear the Good News! Christ is risen and the stone has been rolled away. The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is your new beginning as the old things die and you are made new. In the name of Jesus Christ, + 
your sin is forgiven, and death no longer holds power over you. You are free to live as a resurrected 
child of God.  
Amen! Alleluia! 

 
GREETING 
  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.  

 And also with you.  

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray -  
Almighty God, your blessed Son ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things.  
Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time. 
Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end bring all things into your glory, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 



 

 
 

───────  WORD  ─────── 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
READING: ACTS 1:1-11 

    1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 2until 
the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 
by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 
PSALM: PSALM 47 
 

 1Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
 shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
 2For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, 
 a great king over all the earth. 
 3He subdued peoples under us, 
 and nations under our feet. 
 4He chose our heritage for us, 
 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
 
 5God has gone up with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
 
 6Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
 sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 7For God is the king of all the earth; 
 sing praises with a psalm. 
 
 8God is king over the nations; 
 God sits on his holy throne. 
 



 

 
 9The princes of the peoples gather 
 as the people of the God of Abraham. 
 For the shields of the earth belong to God; 
 he is highly exalted. 

 
READING: EPHESIANS 1:15-23 
 

Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, 15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your 
love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you 
in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, 
you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule 
and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 
also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 



 

GOSPEL: LUKE 24:44-53 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
 “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me 
in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these 
things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high.” 
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you O Christ 

 
SERMON 
 
HYMN                 A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING                (VS. 1, 3-5) 

 



 

 

 
APOSTLE’S CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
 
 



 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email 
it to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always! 
 And also with you! 
 

Congregation gathered in-person is invited to share a asign of peace with others using a peace sign or 
gentle bow.  Please refrain from physical touch. For those gathered both in-person and digitally, take a 
moment to pull out your cell phones and send a text and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of 
Christ with them as well! 

 

───────  MEAL  ─────── 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 Lift up your hearts.  
 We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

 

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
Congregation is invited to share communion elements with those in their family, saying “The body of 
Christ, given for you,” and “the blood of Christ, shed for you.” If you are worshipping on your own, hear 
the words proclaimed by Pastor Aleese as God’s Word of promise is spoken to you. All are welcome to 
share in God’s feast given to us in love.  

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

───────  SENDING  ─────── 
 

BLESSING  

Go forth with renewed hope,  
trusting in the transforming love of God. 
 
God does not leave things as they are.  
With God, all things are made new. 

 
Nothing is beyond the reach of God. For Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, as you go forth from worship, may the one who brought forth Jesus from 
the dead, raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.  
 
Almighty God, the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen!  

 
SENDING SONG                        THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE 
 

 



 

 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.  
Go in peace. Share the good news!  
Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Copyright acknowledgements:  
Music covered under CCLI License #1141706, One License #738128-A.Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 the Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  
 
Prelude: The Gift of Love. Hal Hopson, Arr. John Carter. Music: ©1972, 1995 Hope Publishing Company. Covered under One License subscription. 
 
Gathering Song: Crown Him with Many Crowns  Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3,5: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 4. Music: DIADEMATA, George J. Elvey, 
1816-1893.  Covered under One License subscription.  
 
Hymn of the Day: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing, Text: Bede, 673-735;tr. Lutheran Book of Worship.  Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623; arr. hymnal version.  
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Covered under One License subscription. 
 
Sending Song: This Little Light of Mine. Text: African American spiritual; arr. Horace Clarence Boyer, b. 1935. Arr. © Horace Clarence Boyer,admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
Covered under One License subscription.  
 
 
 


