S TC SOTC Worship

September 26, 2021
Eighteenth Sunday of Pentecost

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME
GATHERING SONG WHAT Is THis PLACE?
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1 What 1s this place where we are meet-ing? On - ly a house, the
2 Words from a - far, stars that are fall - ing, sparks that are sown in

3 And we ac-cept bread at this ta - ble, bro - ken and shared, a
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earth its floor. Walls and a roof shel - ter - ing peo - ple,
us like seed: names for our God, dreams, signs and won - ders
liv - ing sign. Here in this world, dy - ing and liv - ing,
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win-dows for light,an o - pen door. Yet it be-comes a bod - y that lives
sent from the past are all we need. We in this place re - mem-ber and speak
we are each oth-er’s bread and wine. This is the place where we can re - ceive
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when we are gath - ered here, and know our God is  near.
a - gain what we have heard: God’s free re - deem-ing word.

what we need to in - crease: our jus-tice and God’s peace.




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathered in the presence of God and each other, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection

Lord God, we pause to confess our shortcomings in life and love. We want to live life to the fullest,
and yet we find ourselves disillusioned or disappointed. We want to have deep, meaningful
relationships, and yet we short circuit those we love with our own selfishness. We want to follow the
pull of your Spirit, and yet we turn to other pursuits. We want to live in union with you, and yet we
turn away. Lord God, forgive us our sin, heal our wounds, and give us the power to change. Shower
us with your grace that we may joyfully live with you and one another, all in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

People of God, hear the good news: through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the price
of sin has been paid in full and we stand before God as restored and reformed people of faith. You are
freed from your sin, from all that binds you, and from the wounds you carry. Receive Christ’s grace, and
go forth, empowered by the Spirit, to live in newness of life.

Amen.

GREETING

KYRIE

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.

Leader
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In peace, in peace,let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have



0 4 .
- ) I I
Y 4 W el el r 4 I I
R
7 R e
For the reign of God, and for
i | N i . | 4 -
(o m— B - | —1
5 ; S BR—
mer - c¢y. Lord, have mer cy.
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peace through-out the world, for the wu-ni-ty of all, let us pray to the
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Lord, have mer - cy. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have mer - cy.
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peo -ple here who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your
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word,let us  pray to the Lord.
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Lord, havemer-cy. Christ, have mer-cy. Lord, have
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Help, save, and de-fend us, O God.
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mer - cy. A - men.
HymN OF PRAISE
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Now the feast and cel - e - bra-tion, all of cre - a - tion
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freed and u - nit-ed us to be one great peo-ple of God.
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PrAYER OF THE Day

Let us pray -
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of your
Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

ReabinG: Numsers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

WoRD

“The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we
had meat to eat! *We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the

melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; ®but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at
all but this manna to look at.”



PsaLm:

Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents.
Then the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 'So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have
you treated your servant so badly? Why have | not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of
all this people on me? *Did | conceive all this people? Did | give birth to them, that you should say to
me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child, to the land that you promised on
oath to their ancestors’? *Where am | to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to
me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!” | am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy
for me. PIf this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if | have found favor in
your sight—and do not let me see my misery.”

1850 the Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be
the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take
their place there with you.”

%S0 Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of
the people, and placed them all around the tent. >’Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to
him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit
rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.

*Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the spirit
rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so they
prophesied in the camp. ¥’ And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in
the camp.” 2And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, “My lord
Moses, stop them!” 2But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the Lord‘s
people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”

Psaum 19:7-14

"The law of the LORD is perfect,

reviving the soul;

the decrees of the LORD are sure,
making wise the simple;

8the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eyes;

’the fear of the LORD is pure,

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the LORD are true

and righteous altogether.

®More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,

and drippings of the honeycomb.

“Moreover by them is your servant warned;

in keeping them there is great reward.

2Byt who can detect their errors?

Clear me from hidden faults.

BKeep back your servant also from the insolent;
do not let them have dominion over me.



Then | shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

Reabing: James 5:13-20

BAre any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. *Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. **The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. **Therefore confess your
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. ’Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. **Then he prayed again, and the
heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by
another, *°you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s
soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GosPEL ACCLAMATION

Leader sings first, congregation sings second time.
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GosPeL: MaRrk 9:38-50

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

*%)ohn said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop
him, because he was not following us.” **But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed
of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. *®“Whoever is not against us is for
us. “'For truly | tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ



will by no means lose the reward.

“241f any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be

better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. “If
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two
hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. *And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it
is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. ’And if your eye
causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, “*where their worm never dies, and the fire is never
guenched.

season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

*9“Eor everyone will be salted with fire. *°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you

SERMON
HymN WiLL You Ler MEe Be YOuR SErRVANT
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I Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me be as
2 We are pil-grims on a jour - ney, Wwe are  trav - 'lers
3 1 will hold the Christ-light for you in the night - time
4 1 will weep when you are weep-ing; when you laugh [I'll
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Christ to you? Pray that I  may have the grace to
on the  road; we are here to help each oth - er
of your fear; I will hold my hand out to you,
laugh with  you. I will share your joy and sor - row
Christ  to you? Pray that I  may have the grace to
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile and bear the load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.



AposTLE’s CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it
to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!
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OFFERING SwWEET HouR oF PRAYER Tone CHIME CHOIR

OFFERING PRAYER
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

Presider: Congregation:
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lift ~ them to the Lord. Let wus give
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thanks to the Lord our God. It is
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right to give  God thanks and praise.
PREFACE
Hovy, Hoty, Holy
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might; heav - en and earth are filled with your
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WoRDS OF INSTITUTION

LorD’s PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

CommuNIoN DISTRIBUTION

Congregation is invited to receive the sacrament communally with the entire congregation or within
their family units. If you are worshipping on your own, hear the words proclaimed by Pastor Aleese as
God'’s Word of promise is spoken to you. All are welcome to share in God’s feast given to us in love.
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* you break the chains of ha - tred and

you are the way of jus - tice and

you are the way of mer - cy and
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fear have mer - cy on us, mer - cy on us,
peace
love:
Final time Cong. or assistant:
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
CoMMUNION SONG Be THou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es 1 heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else  to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine mn - her - 1 - tance, now and al ways:
may | reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow'r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
SENDING
BLESSING
SENDING SONG BRING FORTH THE KINGDOM
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1 You are salt for the earth, O peo-ple: salt for the king-dom of God!
2 You are a light on the hill, O peo-ple: light for the cit - y of God!
3 You are a seed of the word, O peo-ple: bring forth the king-dom of God!
4 We are a blest and a  pil-grim peo-ple: bound for the king-dom of God!
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Share the fla-vor of life, O peo-ple: life in the king-dom of God!
Shine so ho - ly and bright, O peo -ple: shine for the king-dom of God!
Seeds of mer-cy and seeds of jus-tice, grow in the king-dom of God!
Love our jour-ney and love our home-land: love is the king-dom of God!
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bring forth the «cit-y of God!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DismissaL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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