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Second Sunday of Advent

───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

If life was a home, then we would pray—
may love be the foundation.
May God be the cornerstone.
May the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in.
And may hope be the walls—holding us together.

In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home together.
We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now.
Let us give thanks for a foundation of love.
Let us worship Holy God.

GATHERING SONG COMFORT, COMFORT, NOW MY PEOPLE



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

───────  WORD ───────

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING/CHILDREN’S SERMON

A: As we reflect on the foundation of our faith in our lives,

we gather together around the candle of peace.

B: The home we long for is a home that knows peace—

A: peace that rests between us and our grief,

B: peace around our anxiety,

A: peace between us and our self-criticism,

B: peace amidst our relationships,

A: peace at the core of our being,

B: peace hovering through and in our world.

A: The home we long for is a home that knows peace.

C: So today we light the candle of peace—as a reminder and as a prayer.  Let it be so. Amen.

B: May this light be a reminder that peace is not a pipe dream, but God’s desire for us.

C: We are close to home. May we carry peace with us. Amen.

READING: MALACHI 3:1-4

1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is



coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand
when he appears?
  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

READING: PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for
all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this,
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.
7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you
share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the
gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is
my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced
the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.

Word of God, Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: LUKE 1:57-80

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

57Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59On the eighth day they
came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. 60But his
mother said, "No; he is to be called John." 61They said to her, "None of your relatives has this name."
62Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63He asked for
a writing tablet and wrote, "His name is John." And all of them were amazed. 64Immediately his mouth
was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came over all their
neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66All who
heard them pondered them and said, "What then will this child become?" For, indeed, the hand of the
Lord was with him. 67Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:

68"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
69He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his servant David,
70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
71that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.
72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
73the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.
76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;



for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
77to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
78By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
79to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace."

80The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared
publicly to Israel.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

FIRESIDE CHAT AND REFLECTION

HYMN ZECHARIAH’S LULLABY



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it
to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

───────  MEAL ───────

OFFERING

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING GOD’S MEAL TOGETHER

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups.  Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

SENDING SONG JOY TO THE WORLD



ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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