SOTC Worship
December 24, 2021
Christmas Eve

GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELcOME

CaLL To WORSHIP

An unmarried teenage girl was invited—

to carry Christ into this world.

An ordinary carpenter was invited—

to be a father to a child unlike any other.

The shepherds were invited—

outcast and isolated, included at the manger.

The Magi were invited—

foreigners and seekers, included at the manger.
And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited—
then we can trust that we too are invited.

This story is for us.

This love is for us.

Family of faith, this is our invitation. Welcome home.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG

O LitTLe TOwN OF BETHLEHEM
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is bormn of Mar - vy, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift 1s giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter I, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, mm  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad td - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters 1n.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you

PRAYER FOR [LLUMINATION



WoRD

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING/CHILDREN’S SERMON

A: In God’s house, there is hope—
C: For God loves us too much to leave us just as we are.
Light first blue candle.

B: In God’s house, there is peace—
C: For all that separates us from God falls away.
Light second blue candle

A: In God’s house, there is joy—

C: Because God created music, and coffee, and dance floors, and laughter that is
contagious, and endless rounds of peek-a-boos with babies; and if those things have God’s
fingerprints, then God’s house surely exudes joy.

Light third blue candle

B: In God’s house, there is love—
C: Because God is love, from start to finish, and that love exists for us all.
Light fourth blue candle.

A: And in the center of our hope,

B: In the center of our peace,

A: In the center of our joy,

B: In the center of our love, is God—who came to this earth to dwell among us.
C: So tonight we light the Christ candle, for God’s love just could not stay away.
Light the center white candle

A and B: Welcome home. Amen.

FirsT READING: IsAlaH 9:2-7

“The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
*You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,



and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
®For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
’His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Seconp ReabinG: Titus 3:4-7

“When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, “he saved us, not because of any
works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit. °This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, ’so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GospPeL: Luke 2:1-20

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

!In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. *This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. *All went to their own
towns to be registered. *Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. *He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. *While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child.’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

®In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they



were terrified. 1°But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: *to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. **This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”

BAnd suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
““Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

PWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
S0 they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. "When they
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; **and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. *°But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in

her heart. *The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

FiresiDe CHAT AND REFLECTION

Hymn Away IN A MANGER

Children are invited to come forward to lead the congregation in singing and motions.
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I A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing; the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord

3 Be near me,Lord Je -sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
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Je - sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. I love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, 1 pray. Bless all the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten-der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.



PRrAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it

to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

MEeaL

OFFERING CHiLp So LoveLy Tory Thompson
PrAYER OF DEDICATION

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WoRDS OF INSTITUTION

LorD’s PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING Gob’s MeaL TOGETHER

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups. Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,


mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

CoMMUNION SONGS

FirsT Noer/AnGeLs WE Have Hearp on HiGH Tory Thompson, Trinity Christy

INFANT HoLy, INFANT LowLy
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I In - fant ho - ly, in - fant low -1y, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il tll the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is TLord of all
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, td - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child 18 Lord of all!l  Christ the child 1s Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!




WHAT CHiLD Is THis
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1 What child 1s this, who, laid to restt on Mar-y’s lap 1s sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead -ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la- by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ i1s born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING



SENDING SONG

SENDING

SILENT NIGHT

As the lights dim, the first verse of “Silent Night” is played by musicians while the congregation lights
their candles. When all candles are lit, the congregation joins in singing “Silent Night.”
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Sl - e Nacht, hei - li-ge  Nacht! Al - les  schldft,
1 Sit - lent night, ho - ly  night! All 18 calm,
2 S1 - lent night, ho - ly  night! Shep - herds quake
3 St - lent night, ho - ly  night! Son of  God,
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ein - sam wacht nur das trau - te, hoch - hei - [li- ge Paar.
all is  bright round yon vir - gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; glo - ries stream from heav-en a - far,
love’s pure light ra - diant beams from your ho-ly face,
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Hold - er Kna - be im lok - ki-gen Haar, schlaf in  himm - li- scher
Ho - ly In - fant, so ten - der and mild, sleep in heav - en-ly
heav'n-ly hosts. . .sing, al - le - lu - ia! Christ, the Sav - ior, is
with the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at your
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Ruh, schlaf  in himm - [li - scher Ruh.
peace, sleep n heav - en-ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, 1S born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at your birth.
BLESSING
DismissAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God!

PosTLuDE




PoiINSETTIAS

Thank you to those who donated poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary.

Betty and Jim Burch In memory of Victor Burch and Rosemary Bermel
Kim and Judy Bartling In memory of Kim’s parents
Gary and Marlys Grete In honor of our children and grandchildren
Heather and kids In memory of Josh Allen
The Jorgensens In memory of our grandparents and
Roger Ruchmann (Erin’s uncle)
The Bakkes In memory of Scott Holtan
Cathy and Mike Bermel In memory of Bob and Sharon Pugh
The Drakes In memory of Uncle Larry Glasgo
Mike Schulte In memory of Jim & Pat and Don & Joann
The McConnahas In memory of parents and sister, Onamae

The LeGrands
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