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───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Refrain is played once by the piano, then sung once by our music leaders.
The congregation joins the third time through the refrain.
The refrain is repeated after each spoken response as printed below.

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER

JACQUES BERTHIER



L: In the softness of evening,
in the solace of silence we come to you, O Lord.

C: We come for acceptance; we come for community; we come for forgiveness and love.

Repeat “O Lord, Hear My Prayer”

L: In the serenity of day's end,
in the restfulness of worship, we come to you O Lord.

C: We come to you for respite; we come to you for completion; we come to you for forgiveness and
love.

Repeat “O Lord, Hear My Prayer “

L: In the quiet of the night,
in the comfort of darkness we come to you, O Lord.

C: We come for peace; we come for comfort; we come for forgiveness and love.

Silence

L: We come, O Lord of Light,
C: seeking the illumination of your Word.
L: We come
C: for the path we can't find;
L: we come
C: for the life we don't have.
L: We come to you
C: for our lives are death and you alone have breath and being.
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GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON

READING: JOEL 2:1-2, 12-17

1Blow the trumpet in Zion;

  sound the alarm on my holy mountain!

 Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,

  for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—

 2a day of darkness and gloom,

  a day of clouds and thick darkness!

 Like blackness spread upon the mountains

  a great and powerful army comes;

 their like has never been from of old,

  nor will be again after them

  in ages to come.

 12Yet even now, says the Lord,



  return to me with all your heart,

 with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;

  13rend your hearts and not your clothing.

 Return to the Lord, your God,

  for he is gracious and merciful,

 slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,

  and relents from punishing.

 14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent,

  and leave a blessing behind him,

 a grain offering and a drink offering

  for the Lord, your God?

 15Blow the trumpet in Zion;

  sanctify a fast;

 call a solemn assembly;

  16gather the people.

 Sanctify the congregation;

  assemble the aged;

 gather the children,

  even infants at the breast.

 Let the bridegroom leave his room,

  and the bride her canopy.

 17Between the vestibule and the altar

  let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.

 Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,

  and do not make your heritage a mockery,

  a byword among the nations.

 Why should it be said among the peoples,

  ‘Where is their God?’ ”

PSALM: PSALM 51:1-17

1Have mercy on me, O God,
 according to your steadfast love;
 according to your abundant mercy
 blot out my transgressions.
 2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
 and cleanse me from my sin.

 3For I know my transgressions,
 and my sin is ever before me.
 4Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
 and done what is evil in your sight,



 so that you are justified in your sentence
 and blameless when you pass judgment.
 5Indeed, I was born guilty,
 a sinner when my mother conceived me.
 6You desire truth in the inward being;
 therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.
 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
 8Let me hear joy and gladness;
 let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.
 9Hide your face from my sins,
 and blot out all my iniquities.

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God,
 and put a new and right spirit within me.
 11Do not cast me away from your presence,
 and do not take your holy spirit from me.
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
 and sustain in me a willing spirit.

 13Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
 and sinners will return to you.
 14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God,
 O God of my salvation,
 and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.

 15O LORD, open my lips,
 and my mouth will declare your praise.
 16For you have no delight in sacrifice;
 if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
 17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

GOSPEL: MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-21

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you
have no reward from your Father in heaven.
  2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is
doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
  5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
  16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as



to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17But when you
fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
  19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor
rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

SERMON
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INVITATION TO LENT

CONFESSION OF SIN

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another:

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.



Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another,

and before the whole company of heaven,

that we have sinned by our fault,

by our own fault,

by our own most grievous fault,

in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors

as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of

Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess

to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to

you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt

toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we

confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.



IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Pastor Aleese offers a prayer as we prepare to receive ashes. After prayer, the congregation is invited

to come forward to receive the imposition of ashes.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in

all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it
to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

───────  MEAL ───────

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING GOD’S MEAL TOGETHER

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups.  Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,



remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONGS

Lamb of God

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

May God, who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you ☩ peace.
Amen.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
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