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───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

God’s reach is endless.

God’s mercy is unstoppable.

God’s grace is lavish.

God’s love is constant.

God’s wisdom is vast.

God’s hope is stubborn.

God’s presence is here -

With us, among us, moving through us.

Breathe in, and breathe deeply.

For we are in God’s house, a home in which we are always welcome.

So come home, dear friends. And let us worship the One who runs to meet us where we are.

GATHERING SONG SOFTLY AND TENDERLY JESUS IS CALLING ELW 608

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON



READING: 2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-21

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew

Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there

is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from

God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that

is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making

his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

PSALM: PSALM 32

1Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.
2Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3While I kept silence, my body wasted away

through my groaning all day long.
4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;

my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

5Then I acknowledged my sin to you,

and I did not hide my iniquity;

I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,"

and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

6Therefore let all who are faithful

offer prayer to you;

at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters

shall not reach them.
7You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.

8I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;

I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
9Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,

whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,

else it will not stay near you.

10Many are the torments of the wicked,

but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.



11Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: LUKE 15:1-3, 11b-32

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. 2And the Pharisees and the

scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

  3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to

his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property

between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country,

and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe

famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself

out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly

have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when

he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but

here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have

sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one

of your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw

him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the

son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be

called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it

on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat

and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they

began to celebrate.

  25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music

and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has

come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he

became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he

answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have

never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might

celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property

with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always

with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of

yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND ELW 779 (VS. 1-4)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it
to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

───────  MEAL ───────

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING GOD’S MEAL TOGETHER

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups.  Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.



COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

As you leave this place,
may you be awestruck by the beauty of this world.
May you laugh, and may it be contagious.
May you overflow with love for those around you.
May you hope without restraint.
May you recognize joy, even amidst the mire.
And may you find yourself filled to the brim with God’s gift of grace,
implanted within you to ever-transform you according to God’s image.

In the name of our Triune God,
the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,
go in peace, full to the brim.
Amen.

SENDING SONG THERE’S A WIDENESS IN GOD’S MERCY ELW 588



ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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