
SOTC Worship
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───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

GATHERING SONG OUR FATHER, WE HAVE WANDERED ELW 606

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

After a call to confession, Pastor Aleese invites the congregation to pray together:

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON



PSALM: PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19

1I love the LORD, because he has heard

my voice and my supplications.
2Because he inclined his ear to me,

therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

12What shall I return to the LORD

for all his bounty to me?
13I will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the LORD,
14I will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.
15Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his faithful ones.
16O LORD, I am your servant;

I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.

You have loosed my bonds.
17I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice

and call on the name of the LORD.
18I will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people,
19in the courts of the house of the LORD,

in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!

READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26

23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he

was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my

body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after

supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in

remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s

death until he comes.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: JOHN 13:1-17, 31b-35

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world
and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was
going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that
was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
7Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to
him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”
9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him,
“One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are
clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of
you are clean.”

 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to them,
“Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is
what I am. 14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very
truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one
who sent them. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

 31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been
glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I
am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I
have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN LOVE CONSECRATES THE HUMBLEST ACT ELW 360

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it
to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


───────  MEAL ───────

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution



Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

SHARING GOD’S MEAL TOGETHER

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups.  Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONG

Lamb of God



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

───────  SENDING ───────

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

As we close our worship, the altar and chancel area is stripped as the hour of Christ’s death draws near.
As we see the barrenness of our sanctuary, we recall the exposure, the vulnerability, and humiliation of
Jesus as he was publicly arrested, beaten, and stripped of his own clothing.

Following the stripping of the altar, we depart from worship in silence, watching and waiting for what is
to come next. Worship continues tomorrow evening at 7:00 pm as we gather at the foot of the cross.
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