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Second Sunday of Easter

───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathered in the presence of God and each other, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious Father,
you sent your Son to die and rise again so that death might be conquered, and so that we might live a
new life in Christ. Yet, we confess that we too often have chosen to remain captive to sin, to doubt,
to fear, and to brokenness that only leads us to death. By our thoughts, words, and actions, we have
scorned your love, diminished the lives of others, and marred your image within us. Father, we need
a resurrection. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may rise up to live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hear the Good News! Christ is risen and the stone has been rolled away. The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is your new beginning as the old things die and you are made new. In the name of Jesus Christ, +
your sin is forgiven, and death no longer holds power over you. You are free to live as a resurrected
child of God.
Amen! Alleluia!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

This is the Feast



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen Son. By your
Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.  Amen.

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON

READING: ACTS 5:27-32

27When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The high priest

questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have

filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But

Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of

our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his

right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And

we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey

him.”



PSALM: PSALM 150

1Hallelujah! Praise God in the holy temple;

  praise God in the mighty firmament.

 2Praise God for mighty acts;

  praise God for exceeding greatness.

 3Praise God with trumpet sound;

  praise God with lyre and harp.

 4Praise God with tambourine and dance;

  praise God with strings and pipe.

 5Praise God with resounding cymbals;

  praise God with loud clanging cymbals.

 6Let everything that has breath

  praise the Lord. Hallelujah!

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: JOHN 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace

be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced

when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I

send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”



 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.
25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark

of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not

believe.”

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas,

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and

that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN WE WALK BY FAITH ELW 635

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it
to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always! And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

───────  THANKSGIVING ───────

OFFERING

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy and peace as children of the risen Lord.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG HALLELUJAH! WE SING YOUR PRAISES ELW 535

ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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