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───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

OPENING LITANY

Pastor Aleese begins by singing the third line of ELW 401: Gracious Spirit, Heed Our
Pleading. Then, the congregation joins on the fourth line.

In the beginning, God’s Spirit moved over the waters and created order out of chaos. As

our world waits for an end to war and violence, and as the whole creation waits for an

end to suffering and pain, with undying hope we pray…
Pastor Aleese sings: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”
Congregation responds: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”

On the banks of the Jordan River, God’s Spirit descended upon Jesus like a dove.  As our world waits for
peace to unite the world in a just and caring community, with undying hope we pray….
Pastor Aleese sings: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”
Congregation responds: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”



As disciples gazed heavenward, watching their Lord ascend to the sky, they trusted God’s promised
Spirit. As we have remained here, closely abiding in God’s promise of love, with undying hope we
pray…
Pastor Aleese sings: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”
Congregation responds: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”

Anointed with God’s Spirit, the disciples shared God’s Good News far and wide. As we listen for God’s
call for us, sending us out in God’s mission of love, with undying hope we pray…
Pastor Aleese sings: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”
Congregation responds: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”

Gathered today as Christ’s body on earth, we await God’s Spirit with hope.  Gracious Spirit, baptize us
this day with fire. Ignite us with passion in our bones and inspire us with Christ’s vision for a world
reborn.  Fill us with love that overflows and pour your Spirit upon us, equipping us for the work you
have called us to. Confident in your promises, and with undying hope we pray…
Pastor Aleese sings: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”
Congregation responds: “Come, come, come Holy Spirit, come”

HYMN GRACIOUS SPIRIT, HEED OUR PLEADING ELW 401 (VS. 1-3)

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God our creator, the resurrection of your Son offers life to all the peoples of earth. By your Holy
Spirit, kindle in us the fire of your love, empowering our lives for service and our tongues for praise,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: GENESIS 11:1-9

1Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as they migrated from the east,

they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. 3And they said to one another, “Come,

let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar.
4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us

make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”
5The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. 6And the Lord said, “Look,

they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will

do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down, and

confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one another’s speech.” 8So the Lord

scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city.



9Therefore it was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from

there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

SECOND READING: ACTS 2:1-21

1When the day of Pentecost had come, the apostles were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they

were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.
4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave

them ability.

 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound

the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native

language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and

residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and

the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and

Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed

and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They

are filled with new wine.”

 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all

who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk,

as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the

prophet Joel:

 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares,

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

 and your young men shall see visions,

  and your old men shall dream dreams.

 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women,

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit;

   and they shall prophesy.

 19And I will show portents in the heaven above

  and signs on the earth below,

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

 20The sun shall be turned to darkness

  and the moon to blood,

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.

 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: JOHN 14:8-17, 25-27

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

8Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I

been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the

Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the

Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me

does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then

believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will

also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the

Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my

name you ask me for anything, I will do it.

 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you

another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be

in you.

 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom

the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to

you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let

your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN GOD OF TEMPEST, GOD OF WHIRLWIND ELW 400

APOSTLE’S CREED AND WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBER, CONNIE HOEKSTRA

After Pastor Aleese addresses Connie and the congregation, together we profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Following our confession of faith, Pastor Aleese addresses Connie, asking for her commitment to
continue her journey of discipleship here at Shepherd of the Cross. Then, Pastor Aleese addresses the
congregation, inviting the congregation to pledge their commitment to support Connie as a part of our
faith community. Response is “We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.”

After both Connie and the congregation have expressed their commitment, Pastor Aleese continues:

Together, let us welcome Connie into this community of faith.
We rejoice as you join us on our journey of discipleship.  Together we will give thanks and praise to
God for your presence and ministry here among us at Shepherd of the Cross.  We pledge to you our
prayer and support, and we invite you to join us in proclaiming God’s Good News to all the world.

Pastor Aleese closes in a prayer of blessing and offers a gift on behalf of the congregation.

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!



───────  MEAL ───────

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue

Preface



Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups.  Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,



remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONGS

Lamb of God

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

May the Spirit,
who hovered over the waters at the birth of creation,
breathe new life into your bones.

May the Spirit,
who blessed Jesus at his baptism and guided the disciples,
fill you with all joy and hope in believing.

May the Spirit,
who set the church on fire on the Day of Pentecost,



renew you to live as people of the Spirit.

Almighty God, + Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG SEND US OUT

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.



Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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