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Sixth Sunday of Easter

───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathered in the presence of God and each other, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious Father,
you sent your Son to die and rise again so that death might be conquered, and so that we might live a
new life in Christ. Yet, we confess that we too often have chosen to remain captive to sin, to doubt,
to fear, and to brokenness that only leads us to death. By our thoughts, words, and actions, we have
scorned your love, diminished the lives of others, and marred your image within us. Father, we need
a resurrection. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may rise up to live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hear the Good News! Christ is risen and the stone has been rolled away. The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is your new beginning as the old things die and you are made new. In the name of Jesus Christ, +
your sin is forgiven, and death no longer holds power over you. You are free to live as a resurrected
child of God.
Amen! Alleluia!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree of
life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON

READING: REVELATION 21:10, 22-22:5

10And in the spirit one of the angels carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy

city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city

has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb.
24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will

never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the

honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or

falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne

of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the

tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are

for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God

and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will



be on their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord

God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

PSALM: PSALM 67

1May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to shine upon us,
2that your way may be known upon earth,

your saving power among all nations.
3Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth.
5Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.

6The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.
7May God continue to bless us;

let all the ends of the earth revere him.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION



GOSPEL: JOHN 5:1-9

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

 2Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five

porticoes. 3In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5One man was there who had been

ill for thirty-eight years. 6When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time,

he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 7The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put

me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps

down ahead of me.” 8Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9At once the man was

made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk.

  Now that day was a sabbath.

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN RIVER OF GLORY

Refrain



Final to Refrain

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,



the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.” If you would like to add a prayer petition, email it
to Pastor Aleese at pastor@shepherdofthecross.org

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

───────  MEAL ───────

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Dialogue

mailto:pastor@shepherdofthecross.org


Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those



who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups.  Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

COMMUNION SONGS

Lamb of God

HYMN SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER ELW 423

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION



───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

May God who has brought us from death to life
fill you with great joy and peace as children of the risen Lord.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG MY LIFE FLOWS ON IN ENDLESS SONG ELW 763

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND BLESSING OF GRANT JORGENSEN, GRADUATE

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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