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Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

GATHERING

GATHERING SONG

ALL My RELATIVES
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if we be-lieve that God iz love
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who makes all things new,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Gathered in the presence of God and one another, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Almighty and merciful God,

we know that when we offend another, we offend you. We are aware that we have often allowed
the shadow of hate to cloud our souls, hiding the light from our unseeking eyes. We have said
unpleasant and hurtful things to those around us when they failed to live up to our expectations.
Grant that we might find that spark of love that ever burns within us, the love that you have shown
to us even when we failed you. Fan the embers of that love until it roars again in flames of love,
peace, and reconciliation. Forgive us our sins, and help us to forgive those who have sinned against
us. Lead us into new life through your Son Jesus Christ, who died for the sins of all.

Amen.

This is the message we have heard from God and proclaim to you: that God is light, and in God there is
no darkness at all. If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus the Son + cleanses us from all our sin.

May almighty God, who caused light to shine out of darkness, shine in our hearts, cleansing us from our
sins, and restoring us to the light of the knowledge of God’s glory, in the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.
And also with you.
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(0 Lord God,

heav-en - ly King,

al- might-y God and Fa- ther,

we
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glo- ry toGod, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth,
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and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.

PraYER OF THE Day

Let us pray -

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in
heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our
words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON

FirsT READING: MicaH 6:1-8

'Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
’Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

*“O my people, what have | done to you?

In what have | wearied you? Answer me!
“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and redeemed you from the house of slavery;
and | sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
°0 my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”

®“With what shall | come before the Lord,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall | come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

'Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

®He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?



PsaLm: Psaum 15

'0 LORD, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?

’Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,
and speak the truth from their heart;

*who do not slander with their tongue,

and do no evil to their friends,

nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;

“in whose eyes the wicked are despised,

but who honor those who fear the LORD;

who stand by their oath even to their hurt;

who do not lend money at interest,

and do not take a bribe against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be moved.

SeconD ReADING: 1 CoriNTHIANS 1:18-31

¥The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God. ““For it is written,

“1 will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God
made foolish the wisdom of the world? *'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe.
’For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, *’but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, **but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. *’For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,
and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

®Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not
many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. ?’But God chose what is foolish in the world to
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; **God chose what is low
and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, *>so that no one
might boast in the presence of God. **He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, *'in order that, as it is written,
“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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GospPeL: MATTHEW 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. “Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

*“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
>“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
®“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
,“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
°“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
9“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
''“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account. "“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way

they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

SERMON

Hymn WE ARE CALLED ELW 720



PRrAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!

And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

MeaL

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

PRreFACE
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EucHaARIsTIC PRAYER

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father... as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit...Through him, with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.

Amen.

LorD’s PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

ComMmuNION DISTRIBUTION

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups. Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
SENDING
BLESSING
SENDING SONG LorD oF JusTice
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DismissAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright acknowledgements:
Music covered under Augsburg Fortress License #SB135131, CCLI License #1141706, One License #738128-A. Scripture from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©
1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.

Prelude: Higher Ground. Text and Music: Hayes/Oatman. Text and Music: © 2006 The Lorenz Publishing Corporations. Covered under One License subscription.
Gathering Song: All My Relatives. Text and Music: Larry Olson, Karol Baer. Text and Music: © 1992 Dakota Road Music. Covered under One License subscription.
Hymn of the Day: We are Called. Text and Music: David Haas, b. 1957. Text and Music: © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc. Covered under One License subscription.
Offering Song: Sunday Joy. Text and Music: Mark Hayes. Text and Music: © 2021 The Lorenz Publishing Corporation. Covered under One License subscription.

Communion Songs: Let Us Go Now to the Banquet. Text and Music: Guillermo Cuéllar, b. 1955. Text and Music: © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc. Covered under One
License subscription.

Sending Song: Lord of Justice. Text and Music: Larry Olson. Text and Music: © 1989 Dakota Road Music. Covered under One License subscription.



