S TC SOTC Worship

February 12 2023
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELcomE
GATHERING SONG ALL ARe WELCOME ELW 641 (verses 1-3)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God,
who makes all things new,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Gathered in the presence of God and one another, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Almighty and merciful God,

we know that when we offend another, we offend you. We are aware that we have often allowed
the shadow of hate to cloud our souls, hiding the light from our unseeking eyes. We have said
unpleasant and hurtful things to those around us when they failed to live up to our expectations.
Grant that we might find that spark of love that ever burns within us, the love that you have shown
to us even when we failed you. Fan the embers of that love until it roars again in flames of love,
peace, and reconciliation. Forgive us our sins, and help us to forgive those who have sinned against
us. Lead us into new life through your Son Jesus Christ, who died for the sins of all.

Amen.

This is the message we have heard from God and proclaim to you: that God is light, and in God there is
no darkness at all. If we walk in the light, as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus the Son + cleanses us from all our sin.

May almighty God, who caused light to shine out of darkness, shine in our hearts, cleansing us from our
sins, and restoring us to the light of the knowledge of God’s glory, in the face of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.
And also with you.
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PraYER OF THE Day

Let us pray -

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, because we are weak mortals we accomplish nothing
good without you. Help us to see and understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and
power to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



WoRD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FirsT READING: DeuTteroNomMY 30:15-20

Moses said to the people: *See, | have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. *°If
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that | am commanding you today, by loving the
Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then
you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are
entering to possess. ’But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down
to other gods and serve them, *®| declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in
the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. *°| call heaven and earth to witness
against you today that | have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you
and your descendants may live, ®loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for
that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to
your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

PsaLm: Psatm 119:1-8

'Happy are those whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the LORD.

’Happy are those who keep his decrees,
who seek him with their whole heart,
*who also do no wrong,

but walk in his ways.

“You have commanded your precepts

to be kept diligently.

°0 that my ways may be steadfast

in keeping your statutes!

®*Then | shall not be put to shame,

having my eyes fixed on all your commandments.
’I will praise you with an upright heart,
when | learn your righteous ordinances.

#l will observe your statutes;

do not utterly forsake me.

Seconp ReabinGg: 1 CorinTHIANS 3:1-9

'Brothers and sisters, | could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as
infants in Christ. ’I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now
you are still not ready, *for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling



among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? “For when one
says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human?

*What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord
assigned to each. °l planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. ’So neither the one who plants
nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. *The one who plants and the
one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each.
°For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GosPEL ACCLAMATION
n 1
7 A - ! ‘I J
:%l B g o 5 e
o) r | r =
Al - le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
Q P A 1 I I p— I
: | i — - I ——— : |
Q) ‘. i‘ _‘I_o — ‘.
Al - le - lu - ia. You have the words of e - ter- nal life.
fQ A —r ! - ! i
'\3 . .\ .r_ ) !P o L‘ - >
Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

GospeL: MaTTHEW 5:21-37

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples: **“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not
murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.” ’But | say to you that if you are angry with
a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable
to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,” you will be liable to the hell of fire. ”*So when you are offering
your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, *leave
your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and
offer your gift. >’Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him,
or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown
into prison. **Truly | tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.



?’“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” *But | say to you that everyone
who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. ’If your right eye
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than
for your whole body to be thrown into hell. *°And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and
throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell.

*1t was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ *’But | say to
you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit
adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

**“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but
carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” **But | say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven,
for it is the throne of God, **or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of
the great King. **And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. *’Let
your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!

And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text

and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

MeaL

OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

PreFAcE
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EucHARIsTIC PRAYER

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father... as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit...Through him, with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

LorD’s PrAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



ComMuNION DISTRIBUTION

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at

the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups. Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.
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PRrAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BLESSING

SENDING




SENDING SoNG

BriNG ForTH THE KINGDOM
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2 You are a light on the hill, O peo-ple: light for the cit - y of God!
3 You are a seed of the word, O peo-ple: bring forth the king-dom of God!
4 We are a blest and a  pil-grim peo-ple: bound for the king-dom of God!
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Refrain

Seeds of mer-cy and seeds of jus - tice, grow
Love our jour-ney and love our home-land: love

in the king-dom of God!
is the king-dom of God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS



DismissaL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!

Copyright acknowledgements:
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1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
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under CCLI subscription.

Offering Song: My Savior’s Love. Text and Music: Charles Gabriel. Text and Music: Public Domain.
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Covered under CCLI subscription.
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