S TC SOTC Worship

March 12 2023
Third Sunday in Lent

GATHERING

PRrRELUDE

WELCcOME

CaLL To WORSHIP

We gather together -
the seekers, the dreamers, the shooting-star wishers,
in hopes of seeing God.

We gather together -
the curious, the hungry, the loving, the lonely,
in hopes of finding peace.

We gather together -
those who are thirsty and those with water to spare,
in hopes of finding justice.

Come to the well,
come to the table.
Come, let us worship God. Amen.




GATHERING SONG ComeE 10 THE WATER OF LIFE
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1 All who are thirst-y for mer - cy, all who are thirst-y for
2 All who are thirst-y for heal -ing, all who are thirst-y for
3 All who are thirst-y for beau - ty, all who are thirst-y for
4 All who are thirst-y for jus - tice, all who are thirst-y for
. —3— 33— .
_Q_H_ 5 I | I
G T ==
J | - | Y
love; all who are thirst -y for love, for mer - cy,
touch; all who are thirst -y for touch, for heal - ing,
truth; all who are thirst -y for  truth, for beau - ty,
peace; all who are thirst -y for peace, for jus - tice,
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come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
come: come to the Wa - ter of life.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.

OPENING PRAYER

Everlasting God, by your tender mercy, you sent your Son to take upon himself our flesh and suffer
death on a cross for our salvation. Give us a true longing to be free from sin, and turn us in
repentance to your grace. This we pray through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior. Amen.



WoRD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

PraYER

FOR ILLUMINATION

In preparation to receive God’s Word, we light the Christ candle and pray for illumination from God’s
word. Take a moment for silent reflection.

First READING: Exopus 17:1-7

PsaLm:

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the Lord
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. ’The people
guarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel
with me? Why do you test the Lord?” *But the people thirsted there for water; and the people
complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and
livestock with thirst?” *So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall | do with this people? They are
almost ready to stone me.” °The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. °I will be
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so
that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among
us or not?”

Psaim 63:1-8

' 0 God, you are my God, | seek you,
my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
?So | have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.
’ Because your steadfast love is better than life,
my lips will praise you.
“ So | will bless you as long as | live;
I will lift up my hands and call on your name.

° My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,”
and my mouth praises you with joyful lips
® when | think of you on my bed,
and meditate on you in the watches of the night;



’ for you have been my help,

and in the shadow of your wings | sing for joy.
My soul clings to you;

your right hand upholds me.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GosPEL ACCLAMATION
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Re - turn  to the Lord, your God, for he is gra- cious and mer-ci - ful,
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slow to an - ger, and a-bound-ing in  stead-fast love.

GosPEL: JOHN 4:5-42

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 4th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

>Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son
Joseph. ®Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about
noon.

’A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” ®His disciples had
gone to the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink
of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) *°Jesus answered
her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” **The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? *?Are you greater than our ancestor
Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” *Jesus said to her,
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, **but those who drink of the water that | will
give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water gushing
up to eternal life.” **The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or
have to keep coming here to draw water.”

'%Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” *’The woman answered him, “I have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; **for you have had five
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” **The woman
said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. *°Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say



that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” ?*Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me,
the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ?You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2But the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. ?*God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” *The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called
Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” *®Jesus said to her, “l am he, the one who is
speaking to you.”

*’Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no one
said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 2Then the woman left her water jar
and went back to the city. She said to the people, *“Come and see a man who told me everything |
have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *They left the city and were on their way to him.

*IMeanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” *’But he said to them, “I have
food to eat that you do not know about.” **So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has
brought him something to eat?” **Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me
and to complete his work. *Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell you,
look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. **The reaper is already receiving wages
and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. *’For here the
saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ *1 sent you to reap that for which you did not labor.
Others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

**Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me
everything | have ever done.” *°So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them;
and he stayed there two days. **And many more believed because of his word. *They said to the
woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

SERMON

Hymn ComE 1o ME, ALL PiLGRIMS THIRSTY ELW 777
(vs, 1-4)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.”



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!

And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

MEAL
OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER
GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
PREFACE ELW pg. 153
Hovy, Hoty, Holy ELW pg. 153

EucHARISTIC PRAYER

In the midst of the prayer, the response to “as we proclaim the mystery of faith” is
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

LorD’s PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

ComMmunIoN DiSTRIBUTION

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups. Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

Lams oF Gop ELW pg. 154



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

SENDING
BLESSING
SENDING SONG Come, THou FouNT oF EVERY BLESSING ELW 807
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DismissaL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
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