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Fourth Sunday in Lent

───────   GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

GATHERING SONG OUR FATHER, WE HAVE WANDERED ELW 606

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

After a call to confession, Pastor Aleese invites the congregation prays together:

Let us pray:

Almighty God, forgive us for failing to take responsibility when we have erred.  Forgive us for

displacing blame on others. Forgive us for pointing our fingers at others, causing hurt and division.

Forgive us for putting our heads in the sand and ignoring people in need. Forgive us for making false

assumptions and quick judgments against your children.  Forgive us for failing to be kind to one

another. Forgive us, Lord, and in your abundant mercy reconcile us to you and to one another,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Dear friends in Christ, hear the good news: our God is a merciful God who does not punish, hold

grudges, or keep score.  When you suffer, God weeps.  When you lose your way, God comes running.

And when you sin, God forgives + you through Christ’s death and resurrection.  May almighty God

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit as you live restored to Christ and to one another.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW pg. 147



OPENING PRAYER

Everlasting God, by your tender mercy, you sent your Son to take upon himself our flesh and suffer
death on a cross for our salvation. Give us a true longing to be free from sin, and turn us in
repentance to your grace. This we pray through Jesus Christ, our crucified and risen Savior. Amen.

───────  WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

In preparation to receive God’s Word, we light the Christ candle and pray for illumination from God’s
word. Take a moment for silent reflection.

PSALM: PSALM 23

1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths

for his name's sake.

4Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff —

they comfort me.

5You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD

my whole life long.

READING: EPHESIANS 5:8-14

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to



mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
 “Sleeper, awake!

  Rise from the dead,

 and Christ will shine on you.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: JOHN 9:1-41

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents

sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of

him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I

am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the

saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which

means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were

saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus

made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and

received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day

when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he

had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.”
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But



others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said

again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a

prophet.”

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the

parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was

born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and

that he was born blind; 21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened

his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were

afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah

would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory

to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One

thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How

did he open your eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why

do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him,

saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses,

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that

God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never

since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this

man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the

Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to

him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he

worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may

see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to

him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.

But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ

SERMON



HYMN WE COME WITH QUESTIONS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.”



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!

And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

───────  MEAL ───────

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152

PREFACE ELW pg. 153

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg. 153

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the midst of the prayer, the response to “as we proclaim the mystery of faith” is

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Following the directions of the ushers, the congregation will be invited forward in groups.  Each group
will stand before the altar to receive the bread and wine/juice. After receiving both bread and wine,
remain with your group until Pastor Aleese offers a short blessing, dismissing each group to return to
their seats. Those not desiring to receive communion may come forward for a blessing.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

───────  SENDING ───────

BLESSING

SENDING SONG AMAZING GRACE, HOW SWEET THE SOUND ELW 779

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God!
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