
SOTC Worship
April 30 2023
Fourth Sunday of Easter

─────── GATHERING ───────

PRELUDE

WELCOME

GATHERING HYMN I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES! ELW 619
(VS. 1, 2, 5, 8)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathered in the presence of God and each other, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Gracious Father,
you sent your Son to die and rise again so that death might be conquered, and so that we might live a
new life in Christ. Yet, too often we have chosen to remain captive to sin, to doubt, to fear, and to
brokenness, leading us to death. By our thoughts, words, and deeds, we have scorned your love,
diminished the lives of others, and marred your image within us. Father, we need a resurrection.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may rise up to live and serve you in newness of life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hear the Good News! Christ is risen and the stone has been rolled away. The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is your new beginning as the old things die and you are made new. In the name of Jesus Christ, +
your sin is forgiven, and death no longer holds power over you. You are free to live as a resurrected
child of God.
Amen! Alleluia!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE ELW pg. 149



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the valleys of
death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast
prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

─────── WORD ───────

CHILDREN’S SERMON

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

In preparation to receive God’s Word, we light the Christ candle and pray for illumination from God’s
word. Take a moment for silent reflection.

READING: ACTS 2:42-47

42The baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread

and the prayers.

 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All

who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and

goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time

together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their

number those who were being saved.

PSALM: PSALM 23

1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths

for his name's sake.
4Even though I walk through the darkest valley,

I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff —

they comfort me.



5You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD

my whole life long.

SECOND READING: 1 PETER 2:19-25

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure

when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and

suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered

for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

 22“He committed no sin,

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he

entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so

that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you

were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: JOHN 10:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by

another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The



gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and

leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow

him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because

they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not

understand what he was saying to them.

 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before

me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me

will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and

destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN SAVIOR, LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US ELW 789

APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.”



SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!

And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others. Pull out your cell phones and send a text
and/or a picture to someone, sharing the peace of Christ with them as well!

─────── MEAL ───────

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152

PREFACE ELW pg. 153

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW pg. 153

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

In the midst of the prayer, the response to “as we proclaim the mystery of faith” is

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Together we receive God’s gift of love given to us in the sacrament of communion. All are welcome at
the table, where Christ is our host.

Receive the bread with open hands, and receive either the wine (red liquid) or juice (clear liquid). If you
do not desire to receive communion, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing. Simply cross your
arms over your chest as an indication to the server.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154

COMMUNION SONG SHEPHERD ME, O GOD ELW 780



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

─────── SENDING ───────

BLESSING

SENDING SONG HALLELUJAH! WE SING YOUR PRAISES! ELW 535

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God!
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