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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, the Word made flesh,our life and our salvation.
Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life,

you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your peace. We
confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and
build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have
mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.

Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with
your grace and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen.

Hear the good news:

We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In +
Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation
of God.

Amen.



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

be with you all.
And also with you.
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PraYER OF THE Day

Let us pray -
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully

restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity,
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

WoRD

PRAYER FOR [LLUMINATION

In preparation to receive God’s Word, we light the Christ candle and pray for illumination from God'’s
word. Take a moment for silent reflection.

ReaDINGS: IsalAH 61:10-62:3, Psawm 148, GaLaTians 4:4-7

In response to the readings:

Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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GospPeL: Luke 2:21-40

The Gospel is announced:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading:

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

SERMON



Hymn IN His TempLE Now BeHoLD Him ELW 417
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PRrAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Response to “Lord in your mercy” is “hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!

Congregation is invited to share a sign of peace with others.

THANKSGIVING

OFFERING
OFFERING PRAYER

LorD’s PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESsING
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!.
Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.
We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.

You are the angels announcing peace.
We live with joy and go now in peace.



Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever
Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

DismissaL

Christ the Savior is born!
Go in peace. Proclaim this news of great joy.
Thanks be to God!
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